Tuesday, April 4, 2006

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Prosapio and family,


It is with my deepest condolences that I write you this letter.  I am terribly sorry for your loss of Katie.  She was a wonderful young woman whose life ended too quickly.  Words are difficult to find at a time like this to express what Katie meant to us.


Humbly, I thought I might share with you some wonderful memories I have of Katie in hopes that you might find some comfort in knowing she left a wonderful mark on the world in her short time here.  I had the absolute pleasure of Katie on my newspaper staff her last two years at Shepard High School.  In my nine years of teaching, I can say without exaggeration that I have never met a more positive, genuine, uplifting, and optimistic student than Katie.  What made her more unique was that this was her everyday personality.  As you know, it’s very easy in life to get down on things or turn negative when things are difficult or don’t go our way, but Katie was never like this.  She always found the good and positive in every undertaking, every issue of the school newspaper, every student on the newspaper staff, and every student and teacher with whom she interacted.  Katie was remarkable, indeed.


I was so pleased that Katie thought to take the time and visit me at Shepard earlier this year in January.  She was as upbeat and energetic as always, very excited about her schooling and her upcoming missionary work.  She was so passionate about it.  I know that Katie very much wanted to change the world for the better.  And as I thought about this, I realize that she had.  She changed my world and the worlds of every person she ever met.  We are all better people because we knew your daughter.  Shepard High School is a better place because Katie was here.  She left her mark.  She is a beacon that reminds me and others that knew her of the significance of being a positive person.  I am proud and blessed that I knew her.

With deepest sympathy and highest regard,

Andrew Deines

